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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

t 

This volume has no connection with the 
Author's souvenirs of Parisian society under 
the Second Empire which he contemplates 
writing. 
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rolled itself out like the transformation scene 
in Parsifal. The people I had met at the 
house of the author of Monte Cristo were 
scattered far and wide. Napoleon the Little 
came to England to die ; Dumas the Great 
escaped from Paris and passed away in the 
country within a few months of the dib&clt 
at Sedan. 
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night with the noise of brick and mortar 
falling from a tower. With the death of 
Madame Bonaparte- Rattazzi the last star in 
the romantic galaxy of the nineteenth cen- 
tury disappeared. 
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in the period from 1840 to the end of the 
century, the other three being Letizia Bona- 
parte-Rattazzi, Georges Sand, and Princess 
Helene Racowitza. Georges Sand was the 
only one of the four whom I did not know 
personally. They were all masters of men. 
In their hands men of talent often became as 
putty, and genius as potter's clay. To write 
about these celebrities with anything like 
historical accuracy would mean writing about 
all the greatest men in the world of art, 
literature, politics, and music of Continental 
Europe from 1840 to the close of the century. 
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